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niſeſtly violated, and perverted to wrong Uſes, by the ſub- 
-xle Alen of ſome, and the Villany of otberr; 

it has diſcourag d the c Intentions of well meaning 
and kind-hearted Men, from aſſiſting the. oppreſs d Pri ſoner ſo 
effectually, as they would otherwiſe have done; and on the o- 
ther Hand, it has rais d the Clamours of cruel and unchriſti- 
an Debtors, £0 fly in the very Faces of their Law- makers, 


ee n Tuch as are render d uncapable 8 15 


Things being ſo evident, and ſo well known to all 
thinking and Ahernins States-men, I hall not inſiſt 3 
Neceſſit of — wg 80 n — are ina d in- 9 1 


of Liberty WEED 


thoſe Ac 4 Parliament, that have been already made, have 
been ſerviceable to the Perſons, for 'whoſe Sitkes they were de- 
161 d, and how far they haye prov d E&ficient. 
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Services they have done to the Publick,.. In thisJaquizy, it will 
be neceſſary to leak back, and examine what Acts of Harliament 
have paſs'd for the Relief of inſolvent Debtors: Which ta trace 
down, according to the reſpective Reigns and Years in which 

rh Ad paſs'd, would be a Work too prolix for this Underta- 

it being ſufficient for the preſent Purpoſe, to ſhow, that 
in Aal every Reign, for near 300 Years together, there have 
boos one or more Acts for the Relief of poor Priſoners, as well 


Criminals under capital Crimes, as De But the Misfor- 


Debtors ; as from five, to twenty Pounds, or thereabouts; tho* 
thoſe that lay'd in for as many Hundreds, abr, were 
A Whit as unable ta pay, and conſt greater Objects 
ity, becauſe it is to be ped. the COPY known the 
ö Hs of living better, which 1s a greater Ingrenſe to their 
Miſeries; and according to our bleſſed Saviour Doctrine, thoſe 
to whom much are ——— have r moſt Ohligation to 
for to whom little is gruen, t En —_ 
tle. But of chis, more in its proper Planck. 
ain th 19 the H Tune, thy Notte 
bythe Wiſdom of t 
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and at ud, peblpe Pechipef make 4 Dividend of five Shillings; or 
ſeven and 811 pence; when theres was more Effects in their 
Hands, than Touts have amounted, by a fair Account, to 
twenty, or twenty-five Shillings in the Pound, without the 
Charges of the Commiſion, the extravagant Pay, and profuſe 
Traits of Commiſſioners.” Aﬀignees, nen, and God 
knows — Train of Dwourers! | 
In the late King William's Reign, there were fweankdtecf 
Parlidtherit &'d for the Relief of inſolvent "Debtors, but 
they were all confin d to ſmall Debts. And likewiſe there was 
an excellent Act for the Eaſe and Relief of Prifoners, againſt 
the Extortions of Goalers, &c. and particularly that of Cham- 
ber-Rent, which has not as yet bad the intended Effect; ſe- 
vetal of them being ſo daxingly bold, as tb extort. for 
Chamber - Rent here not due; T ha? they lie liable tothe Pe 
nalty of rodPeanday:fob evely; ſach Offence; -andifexeral Pri- 
Foners are forc'd to comply with their unreaſonable Demands, 
or elſe be Nhtreated by them. and debaryd of ſuch edi 
as are by the Law allow d _ : 90 
gn, eien, bow, and hope 
- of: gloxiout:Thuwes- 
I ney Terra Acts fog: 
ankropti [Sar one mw to b 
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the AQ, an that were Pankrupts before that Time, lie tilt 
under be i-forinnes as they, did before: For that Act 
Revs * ; Þroipect forward, hus left many Hun:'recs 
bei: „ en a no Vruuzuts of Relief ſuitable to their 
N Ales. without ®.;, >;cli.ment ſhail be graciouſly pleas'd 
to tas e their Cafe, ani! all thoſe under the like Circumſtances 
th. hour Creot Britain, into their ſerious Conſideration, and 
fo nahe inch entectual Proviſion for the Freedon: ot all Inſol- 


vents, and other tors, as ſhall appear juſt in it ſelf, regſo- 


nable to every in(1v14ua Perion concern'd, and well- pleaſi in 
both to Cod and Man: All which will be plainly manifeſte 
in luch an Act, as will free every Debtor, and pay every Cre- 


ditor, "asfar as there are Effects to pay; beyond which, it is not 


only unteaſonable og expect, but uncharitable and inhuman to 
demand. - 
I hope we value our. Selves in this. Nation for being Chriſti- 


ans; and not o . fa, but Chriſtians of ſuch a Denominati- 

our Selves, n3t withont juſt Reaſon, to be 
the moſt Orthodox and Apoſtolical of any C urch i in the Chri- 
ſtian World; and ſhall, we, after this, Thame that pure Reli- 


3 on we profeſs, with Want of true Chriſtian « Charity, inthat 


Part of our Laws, wherein we ought tobe the-moſt tender and 
the Liberty or. Confinement of Mens 
and Ma- 
ſter, to forgive one _—, as ok e our n Father _ 


compaſſionate ? I mean, 
Bodies, remembering.the great Precept of our Lord 
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panes, as 


and ps, of thoſe very Men are now. got into good Ways 
ol Buſineſs agun, who otherwiſe might have been yet begging 


Sufferers, i 
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at à Grate; and ſo robbing the Blind and the Lame, or ta- 
king away thoſe Charities which are better beſtow'd upon in 
duſtrious Families, that are oppreſs d with too many Children, 
or other poo Relations, that keep them low and neceſlitous, 
For how much better it is, and to the Glory of any Nation, 
to have their Subjects Abroad, fight: vg for the Defence of their 
Country or the Liberties of Eu z to have them trading in 
foreign Countries, or induſtr y promoting the Manufa- 
cute of our own Kingdom, by working at Horte; than to have 
them mew'd up in Goals, with Stench roger Famine; that they 
rather ſeem to lead Dogs ves, . of Men ; 5 much more 
p 1 boſe this Vatss ſy ch iſo ann Gdicions 
ut this on, e e wi : 
Tye of it N ſe _ 7 | 
p'd, and do every. Day more and more, by the Liberty of 
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War, by which Means all Nations naturally become ar * 
and ſo, of Conſequence, Objects of Pity, and univerſal — 
to all wiſe and conſcientious Governors. 


And here I ſhall begin with the firſt Reaſon that ſhould per- 
fivade us to the Neceſlity of relieving unfortunate Debtors, and 
that is, becayſe Trade at this Time is very dull. The Truth 
of which, is too well known both in the Town and Country, 
ys ire many Arguments to prove, that it is ſo. However, 
offer ſeveral plain and very familiar ones, to put it out 
of ll Diſpute. The firſt is, that our Markets are very low, 
for all the uaple Commodities of the Ling om; and ſecondly, 
they ars over ſtock d with Goods; and thirdly, there are few: 

Buyers, aud thoſe that are, take but. ſmall ue, or elſe 
demand large Credits; and theſe three Thing are but too well 
known in ich, Exeter, and Eeeds, the moſt conſiderable 
Markets-that we have for the Woollen-Trade. Beſides, in all 
Parts of the Nation, there is an unnſual Deadneſs of Trade; 


Corn Cartel ſtand in the Market from Day to Day, with 
out a'Buyef', inſo 1 ſome of the Northern 5 
tries, ve may or a Penny a 5 me 

| People that have: 222d Gartal irs ee enn to ether, can- 
not get the ſume Money 1 after their age, that 
he) coft them in at at che et and when they were lean : 

| are forc'd to ſell to the Drove? at an Un- 


Ir elſe kill them for char own Uſezthere near 
K. — ende betwirt the Market at London for fat 
and — in the Northerm Countries. And as it is in 
fo it happens in Corn; there is a great Produce from 
the Grow, but no Vend ; no Conſumption ont of the Coun- 
ory on tt y no Market at Home, but ſuch as is 
rr y one another for Seed for the next Crop, _ 
So that' mes ho Were wont to carry eight or ten Qarter 
once or twice a 1 neighbouring Market, and 
fell it there conſtantly, ow carry but as many Sacks, and 
are forc'd to Hire Room to ſet *em up, from one  Markei-day 
| to another, or elfe bring them Home again. 1 75 


—— Reafors ofthe Dulneſi of Trade at Home; apd why: 
were ds not ſuch a Conſumption of Goods, as in hw 
wou 
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would be, is, becauſe of the Numbers of People which the Bu- 
ſineſs of the War carries Abroad, befides Soldiers and Sea-men, - 
which would be furniſh'd otherwiſe with their Neceſſaries at 


Home; but that now are oblig'd to take em in foreign Coun- 


tries, as in Flanders, Portugal, and Spain: Where, tho' they are 
oblig'd to make Uſe of ſome of their own Country Commo- 
dities yet the chief of their Expehices are in the Produd of thoſe 
Nations, where their neceſſary Occaſions have call'd them. 
The laſt and main Reafon of the Decay of Trade, is, the pre- 


ſent 9 the whole Nation lies under, of Having the Caſh 
and read of the Kingdom in our pubhck Funds, which 


are abſolutely needful at preſent, to ſupply the Government. 


2 ne this is 25 — be 1 "op may be alli, by ea; 
ing the Nation of the Burthen of fo many ri 18 ho, no, 
in a little Time, miglit become rich, on 5 — 1 Stibjects 2 

| ands as ate nom can- 


For, by the Indultry;of ſo many Huf, 
fin d, Trade Keule Me more bil and flouriſhing, Credit 


| 2 and the Strength of the Nation better ſupported. 
Thee „ an 


Qneen would | have! moe Free- men to ber Sub 3 
her Subjects be more free-to ſerve : ſo £59 Queen. Pr 
the publick Binds the-only- Reafan 10 pe allgnid for, She 


cay of Trade: But the Bank of Englmiis.a,very (condide 
Nation, which weul 


1 
2 


ſides theſe, we have litthMongr,:and conicgy | 
ſtitring cexcept:whatyruns hne Hanges, m4 
London. The Life's Blhod of the Nation pra Now; to | 
the Body Politick, are, as it were dayerted Fun aietind 
their uſual Supplies, and the extream Parts grow faint an 
hyugaid; for Want: ob acti Cifcularibn fromdhbe Heast- Thus 
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i. 
every Part ſhares in the Detriment of any one ſingle Part, and 
the whole Body ſuffers in the Loſs of one Member. 


The ſecond Reaſon I ſhall urge for thi Neceſſity of relieving 
inſolvent Debtors, is, becauſe — Credit betw ixt Mau and 
Man, is ſunk; and this, as it were a Chain, is link d upon the 


Decay of Trade, as the Decay of Trade is link'd upon the * 


Wand of Credit, and both upon the Scarcity of Money on 
I ſhall cxpenth, whaete Lopie to my third Reafon. In 
Time, it 1. weil be neceſſary to . That Credit is 8 To 
prove which, Rs an to every Man's preſent Ex- 
perience in the Way of Trade and Commerce; for I believe 

there is ſcarce a Dealer in the Kingdom, but will confeſs, he 
— 1 4 truſted for the fourth part of Goods, that he 
could have ten Years tho he is known to be a better 
Man now, than he was at that Time, when Credit in 
not his in particulgt, was er ing, 
than it is at preſent, - For, as Affairs ſtand now, a Trader has 
no ſooner enter'd intp Credit, which perhaps at firſt he was 
courted to, but 1 will continue always alike, gives 


imagiging it 
eng Pep, ther be Ei neger un H, that 
* but 25 
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forward oy che Lore. this Debt 


the thay ob. Per- 


ly the firſt that throw himinto aGoal? for the 


| ſons are general 
ery ſame Inconf derateneſs makes em do the laſt, that induc'd 
them to do the firſt. The Want of Trade urging them to give 
Credit, to force Buſineſs, call it; and the Want of 
Money. forcing them to ruin all Buſi 3 the Want of 
Thinking has — 1 — 5 upon . It is this Kind of Credit 
which the moſt Neceſſitous are generally moſt forward to give, 
that deſtroys the very Deſign of Credit, and makes it a Snare 
and Ruin, both to themſelves, and them that accept it; while 
oo who arepble w ſupport it, male a wrong Uſe of this fatal 
C Dp: 


as 


nt may be his on 
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Tepertment, and refuſe to truſt at all, becawſe they ſee other 


People undone both ways, not conſidering, that the ſame. Rea- 


ſon cannot hurt them, becauſe tis the Creditor, in that Caſe, 
that generally ruins both the Debtor aud himſelt, by forcing a 
Credit where he is not able to niaintain it, and afterwards 


forcing the Debtor at a Time when he thinks not of it, or is | 


not i'd, or at leaft not able him. 

If this be then the enkappy* State of the Calo betwirt the 
Creditor and his Debtor, as 1t-tv6-frequeritly uppen, certain: 
ly it deſerves a National Regited bn ene 'and's large Share 
of Chriſtian Charity on the other; no Man being ſoiſure, but 


urn dne Day, {6 Ig as Credit is fo pre- 
carions and fickle, and the R. i of it 0 plain and evident, 


that ĩt comes up to the hai wo L; For where 


eee cadre n. fink ; An wire Cre! 


funk for ſuch a Reaſon, there ob to be Comtpuſfion; 
Jenetally ſo, the Remedy 8 5 
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ney in fome diftant Counties from Landes, der che Tefiants 
very fairly aſk their Landlords to take whatever they ry pleaſes i 


Corn er Cattel for Rent that is due, "at 20 or 30 | 
the Market, becauſe thiy can meet ih e ſuch 
Goods as they would willingly make Moneys of, but- cannot. 
On the other 2 che lite Fraders in Wooll and theWoollen 
Manufactures are fort d either to under ſell the Market at very 


low Prices, or elſe to give large Credit; Which they not being 
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(35) 
able to do, they muſt either Jie idle, and ſo keep what Stock they 
have on their Hands, or elſe launch out into foreign Credit; 
and ſo, upon the ficſt * „ be ut ter iy 


| undone. - | | v 23008 


Another oridens Reaſon to'be ofa d, why Money 1 fears 
is this, That it is difficult to get Bills out. 4 the Count Sag 
the Payment of Money in Londen, and d that are 
the Traders above will not pay without t Day 5 
Sight; and this proceeds — 2 Decay of a Want 
of that uick 8 — f Money from the Head to the reſt 
of the: Members, and the moſt extream Parts, 
_ which in the Natural Body 3s heel ihe Bo 3 2 
ways requires 2 t ons d be- 
Fre, far the Deaduef . 5 þ 
— Both which are very we — | 'd from the gr 
Banks of Caſh, which ſtops the Currency of it round 5 
tion, and hinders it from being read Abroad into the Hands 


of asian t aud por a 
licE:Fands:.' Whi edel = 

5 —＋ 3 pars, 20 
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_ ſome Malie Poo 
—— unhappy: Peaple have Dn 
what dns and been ruin das et, without 
and like to odntinie ſa without this Parliament ac 
: oully pleagU to think of ſame proper Remedy, A may by 
univerſallysſetvraabli torthe Nation's preſegt Wants and Ne- 
. celitiess Which: will = ng to conſider, 1 5 Fi — Place, 
of iy Matard the 9 Sas. * b Eur 
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- That che Sengare kazardous at 20 Tas, Zl known ry 
moſt te every:Bddy ;'and that they, are more. partieularly ſo 
in Ties of War, U believe there are few People that will diſ- 
pute; eſpecially: all ſuch: as are any ways acquainted with Sa 
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onavoidable Misfortunes of any Governinent, call em which 
you will; but fince the Neceſſit ies of the poor ſuffering Debtor 
_— me to it, I * I ſhall be pardon d the Repreſentation, 
by where the ſerious Reader ſhall conſider I do it out 
no other Deſign, but to ſerve the hrs for whoſe Sake 
udeſs Sheets are with all Humility offer d to the Confideration 
of one wn Leg 8 
ut that may not the Cauſe, running back to 
recount the great Loſſes that the he Caſe by England od fultain'd 
during the whole Courſe of the late War, I hall « only take the 
LT 4 ie anf Ship of * 1 that have happen d 
to our e a ping during t And hi I cannot 
forbear Notice of 2 remarkable Inf 


tance of a certain 
Merchant, who was very zealous in a Committee of the Houſe 


in a late Seſſion of Parliament, 
Forth and was himſelf, — 

to beg Relief from the ſame 

— So is eee n es 


ut fe pleadet fore 
. Cop 
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„ale Skips,» b 
Fet cen | 
| ut this Time, that thoſe who loſt their All upon like Oc- 


the Queen and Parhament. 
1115 mity others there 
ble Salter that drove on the Parliament with great / Vio- 
' Fence, and incens'd them — ſuch Men as beg'd Relief for 
the Accidents and Chances of Trade and Merchandize, which 
Fveral experienc'd and u 
* isfy the Houſe was 


er ing oe I Affairs, which made foreign Com- 
_—_ {6 nneertain and precarious. Notwithſtanding all which 


Remonſtrances, there were a Set of Men, prone to ding but 
Avarice and Cruelty, who oppos d the going on of ſo good a 
Vark, and undoubtedly will do the ſame Thing 48218. Ld 


1 the Bankruptry-Bill | 
derable Loſſes at Sea, in a 


. . 


. were not worthy ot ener et Ale: 


erſtanding Traders. attempted to 
y reſonable to be . conſi- 
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- cannot at preſcat 


we have never 2 
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ance. But if the Trade 


daily 


with what they buy that Commodity? With our o 
.of Gold or Silver > With Bills, or with Goods? If they 
ker, 200 they exchange em for any of theſe, I ſay it t 
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atliament of Great Britain will rather give Ear to ſuch Horſe- 


hes, that are for ſucking the Life's Blood of their Fellow 


Subjecte, than open their Eyes to ſee the Deſolation that 1s be- 


fore them, or hear the Cries of the Priſoner and the Afflicted. 
For the Country Gentlemen cannot but be ſenſible, at this Jun- 


cture, of the Want of Money in their reſpective Countries, 


and therefore muſt be Eye and Ear Witneſſes of the Neceſſity 
of ſome- Methods to gemedy the growing Exil; or at leaſt 


prevent the diſmal Effects of it, perpetual Want and Impriſen- 
Nor js it at all ſtrange, to conſider, that Money muſt needs 
be ſcarce at a Time when we have ſo many Doors open to let 
it out of the. Nation, which the Neceſſity of publick Affairs 
it to be ſhut up; and at the ſame Time, 

te to let it in at; not ſo much as a. Po- 
ftern-Paſlage;. which:we have many of, to convey it ſecretly 
away: Witneſs thoſe of the-Eaft India Companies, which are 
zining of the vital Part of the Body Politick, by the 
Sus of Money they carry neh Which 
pecially 
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day their Money f the Dutch, aud carry their Pieces of 


* 


eight away., Byt,how weak. a Pretence this is, every Body 


may ſee, that are not wilfülly blind. For if the Ea, hdi 
Merchants buy their Silver from Holland, I would 27 — | 
ds D- 


Thing. For if thg Ballance of Trade lie on our Side, 
bey are oblig d. to counter-ballance that with ready Mo- 
ney to us, and that 1s the fame Thing as our own C610.'- 1 
y. pay the Dutch chant in Bills, and the Balance of 
de. betwixt us and them lie on the Dutch Side; then thoſe 


Bills muſt at laſt be made * to Hollayd, to anſwer that Bal- 


e qual on both Sides, then we ; 4 


the Ruins of the Nation, 1 is plar 
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ly truck Money for Money: And ſothe E Idi Compan 
8 y pretty Tad of Equivocations, carry a he Mages nies 
own Country to India, but to Halland, or which 4s'the fame 
Thing in Effect, they carry that Money a away from Holland, 
which the Ballance of our Trade with them would have brought 
into Great Britain. And that t * > For * 


by their be - 
ing capable of giving Setter Pr the* eben chan the 
Publick can afford; 721 ſo by Pris Ho tliey are ſerv'd bee 


very Time, 
fourteen or "ſixteen Sail are fitting ont for che Txdies, to dere 

early in the Spring, and carty off both the 
Mor? which old 1d bebetter 4 815 oy'dinthe 
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this, amidſt the: Hazards of a doubtfi 


all Trading and Maritime Towns have 
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: the Argument 1 have'undertaken; that the Hazard of the 
| .1s one TO — Reaſon, why the Parliament of Great 


Britain ſEould think of ſome Method effectual to relieve ſuch 
Traders as may, and do lie liable to ſuch Hazards of the Seas 
11 In the f {th Place then, I ſhall farther urge the Reaſonable- 
neſs of uch a Proviſion for inſolvent Debtors, as the Parlia- 
ment ſhalljudge ſuitable to the Nation's Neceſſities ; becauſe 
we are engaged in a long and expenſive War, by which Means 

7 fo, of Conſequence, 
Objects of Pity and univerſal Concern to all wiſe and conſci- 


encigus Gqvernors. The firſt Part of this Reaſon, is ſo plain a 


Truth, that it would be Folly, as well as Madneſs, to deny 
it; and the latter Part of it, ſo ſure a Conſequence of the o- 
ther that no Body, I dare ſay, will go about to diſpute the 
Aﬀertign.,; If then it follows, that Poverty is a natural Con- 


ara c.e-long and tedious War, we ought to be ſo far 
om 


: at the -Calamties of ſo many People as are 


nam afflicted. with Want and Impriſonement, that we ought 
to tum our. Admiration webPity,,and (look about us, to find 


out Ways .to-relieve them from ſuch preſſing Circumſtances, 
as make them a Burtiien dtlmito themſelves and the Common- 
wealth; nay, we oughtyathen:to wonder there are not more 
People ruin d and; undone; chan to ſtand ſtill, and gaze on 
thoſe thatiave,-as.3dle SpefMyors, withohr-ftretching out our 
Hands te aſſiſt them, like thegood Somaritan did in the Goſ- 
pel. When we conſiqer all the „ together with 
; ubtful War, there will be no 
Room to make: Houhts and Objections, why ſome;Methods 
ſhould not be theught:of, and put in Execution towards their 
peedy Enlargement 
ate When a Parliament ſhall reflect on the large and many Tax 
esche Country has. already cheerfully pays, and what Loſſes 
M: 0 uſtain d, without. lit- 
tle ar no Complainings, notwithſtanding the ſmall Trade at 
Home, and the great Hazards Abroad: I ſay, when a Parli- 


ament ſhall ſeriouſſy reflect an theſe Things, it caimot enter 


into my Thoughts, but they vill make Proviſion that 
mall fully anſwer the Wants of. ſuch a bane? who —_ w 
Rt, ingly 
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lingly and induftriouſly ſupported the juſt Occaſſons of the 
Government, as far as their Subſtance or Capazities extend- 
ed; and if thro' Misfortunes, ſuch as are common to all Men, 
they be render'd incapable at preſent to add their farther AC 
ſiſtance, it would be both ungr 


ateful, and impolitick at the 
ſame Time, to ſuffer ſuch Suite to want a — Relief to 


redeem them from their Miſeries, and then make thech Able 
Fein to ſerve both themſelves and their Country, whey it is 
1 the Nation's Power to apply a ſovereign Remedy that will 
heal all their Hurts, and make them ſound Members, and as 
capable to promote the Intereſt of the Publick, as. they ever 
were before. e J. ES I OY 
Since then it cannot but be granted, that ſome Relief is ne- 
ceſſary, what remains to be enquir'd into, are, the Perſons moſt 
proper to be reliev'd. - Tho' we have hitherto ſpoke of Means 
to be conſider d for a general Diſcharge of infolvent Debtors, 
yet particular Regar ſuch Per- 
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